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Foreword
All over the world, there is a growing interest in Spirituality
and Yoga. There is a search for the true meaning and
purpose of life, for deeper solutions to the problems which
confront us all, and how we can contribute to the
evolutionary change and progress.

In this search, more and more persons are turning to
Sri Aurobindo and the Mother for guidance and
enlightenment. But in their voluminous literature, they do
not know where to find the answers they are looking for.

In this regard the Mother has said:

“It is not by books that Sri Aurobindo ought to be
studied but by subjects—what he has said on the
Divine, on Unity, on religion, on evolution, on
education, on self-perfection, on supermind, etc.,
etc.” (CWM 12: 206)

On another occasion she said:

“If you want to know what Sri Aurobindo has said on
a given subject, you must at least read all he has
written on that subject. You will then see that he
seems to have said the most contradictory things.
But when one has read everything and understood a
little, one sees that all the contradictions complement
one another and are organised and unified in an
integral synthesis.” (CWM 16: 309-310)
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While there are several compilations which are now
available, many sincere spiritual seekers have felt the need
of Comprehensive Compilations from Sri Aurobindo and the
Mother on specific subjects, where the contents are further
organised into sub-topics, so that one can get all that one
is looking for at one place.

These books are an effort to fulfill this need and thus help
spiritual seekers in their journey and sadhana. We hope
these compilations will help us to get a greater mental
clarity about a subject so that we can channel our efforts
in the right direction. For Sri Aurobindo has written:

“It is always better to make an effort in the right
direction; even if one fails the effort bears some
result and is never lost.” (CWSA 29: 87)

We will be glad to get suggestions and feedback from the
readers.

Vijay
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Preface

Our entire country is celebrating the auspicious occasion of
the 150th Birth Anniversary of Sri Aurobindo and the
75th Anniversary of India’s Independence on 15 August
2022. This year, we at Sri Aurobindo Ashram and Sri
Aurobindo Society present a series of compilations on
“India” from Sri Aurobindo and the Mother’s works.

We present the first e-book of the series on India —
India and Her Mission. Once all the e-books are released,
we hope the readers will recognize that the subtle theme
of this series is "How India Can Achieve Its Mission”.

The effort in this series of compilations is to be as
comprehensive as possible. All that Sri Aurobindo and the
Mother have said on India, and all that is directly or
indirectly related to India, are included in these
compilations.

The quotations in this compilation are from “THE
COMPLETE WORKS OF SRI AUROBINDO” (CWSA);
“COLLECTED WORKS OF THE MOTHER” Second edition;
Shri K. D. Sethna’s book India and the World Scene;
Evening Talks with Sri Aurobindo recorded by A. B. Purani
FIRST EDITION; T7alks with Sri Aurobindo by Nirodbaran
and from Sri Aurobindo’s Archives and Research
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Magazines. Few quotations are also from Conversations of
the Mother with a Sadhak.

In the introduction of the book, India and the World
Scene, K. D. Sethna writes, “Not only were my editorials
written under his [Sri Aurobindo’s] inner inspiration: they
were also sent to him for approval. Only when his ‘Yes’ was
wired to us did we plunge into publication.” So these
Quotations can be taken as Sri Aurobindo’s opinion or his
approval. In Purani and Nirodbaran’s books, Sri Aurobindo
while talking to sadhaks gave his opinion on many
subjects.

After each quotation the following abbreviations are
used representing the book from which it is taken.

CWSA: THE COMPLETE WORKS OF SRI AUROBINDO
CWM: COLLECTED WORKS OF THE MOTHER Second
Edition

IWSKDS: India and the World Scene by Shri K. D. Sethna
First Edition

ISWFKDS: The Indian Spirit and the World's Future by Shri
K. D. Sethna

CTMS: Conversations of the Mother with a Sadhak
ETABP: Evening Talks with Sri Aurobindo, recorded by A.
B. Purani First Edition

TWSAN: T7alks with Sri Aurobindo by Nirodbaran

iX



While the passages from Sri Aurobindo are in the
original English, most of the passages from the Mother
(selections from her talks and writings) are translations
from the original French. We must also bear in mind that
the excerpts have been taken out of their original context
and that a compilation, in its very nature, is likely to have
a personal and subjective approach. A sincere attempt,
however, has been made to be faithful to the vision of Sri
Aurobindo and the Mother. Those who would like to go
through the fuller text are advised to go through the
original books.

The section headings and sub-headings have been
provided by the compiler to bring clarity on the selected
topic. The reader needs to remember that the original
quotations were not written with the intention of the sub-
heading given by the compiler and so one may find that
the passage has few other aspects included in the
quotation. All the words that are bold faced are done
by the compiler so that the reader may not miss the
important point in the passage. One more reason for
highlighting is that Sri Aurobindo’s writings are integral and
cover a range of ideas in one sentence.

The idea of taking up this comprehensive compilation
on India was suggested to me by Vijaybhai [Sri Vijay
Poddar] somewhere in 2003. The hard copy of this
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compilation remained with him for many years. It was in
May 2022 he wrote to me — "I was looking again at your
compilation on India. It is extremely comprehensive and
very well done. I feel we should go ahead immediately to
publish it as an e-book on our website.” With the help of

few proof-readers, we are able to bring out the series of e-
books.

Compiler Jamshed M. Mavalwalla

xi



Why a Compilation on “India” from Sri Aurobindo
and the Mother?

Sri Aurobindo says in one of his article says,

“I am impelled to this labour by the necessity
of turning the mind of young India to our true
riches, our real source of power, purification
and hope for the future and of safeguarding it in
the course of its search both from false lights and
from the raucous challenges and confident
discouragements cast at us by the frail modern spirit
of denial. I write, not for the orthodox, nor for those
who have discovered a new orthodoxy, Samaj or
Panth, nor for the unbeliever; I write for those
who acknowledge reason but do not identify
reason with Western materialism; who are
sceptics but not unbelievers; who, admitting
the claims of modern thought, still believe in
India, her mission and her gospel, her
immortal life and her eternal rebirth.” (CWSA
12: 62-63)

So this compilation contains all the labour of Sri
Aurobindo, so that the youth in India may believe in the
mission of India and her gospel and the hopes for the
future are fulfilled.
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But a question may arise why Sri Aurobindo on India?
The part of the answer is in the letter Sri Aurobindo wrote
to his wife.

“I know I have the strength to deliver this
fallen race. It is not physical strength,—I am not
going to fight with sword or gun,—but the
strength of knowledge. The power of the
Kshatriya is not the only one; there is also the
power of the Brahmin, the power that is
founded on knowledge. This feeling is not new
in me, it is not of today. I was born with it, it
is in my very marrow. God sent me to earth to
accomplish this great mission. The seed began
to sprout when I was fourteen; by the time I was
eighteen the roots of the resolution had grown firm
and unshakable.” August 30, 1905. (Letter written by
Sri Aurobindo to his wife Mrinalini)

Besides the strength of knowledge which Sri Aurobindo
had, his collaborator the Mother further adds.

“"What must be done to pull the country out of
its difficulty? Sri Aurobindo has foreseen all
the troubles and he has given the solution. Just
now we are approaching his Centenary; [1972] ...
this would be a wonderful occasion to spread his
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teaching all over the country: ... his teaching about
India, how to organise India, the mission of India. ...

About all that has happened and all that
is happening now, he has said clearly that to
go back to it is useless. We must give the
country its true position, that is, the position
of relying on the Divine. Naturally, this is at
the other end of what people try to believe
now. But Sri Aurobindo explains it in such a
way that even those who are against it can
agree. You understand? He has found a way of
saying it which can be understood by
everybody. That's the only solution, as far as I
can sege; it is the only solution. All the rest will
mean complication, contradiction and
fighting.

... And this is above politics, you see. ... It is
to organise the country beyond politics. And it
is the only way. In politics it is always fight and
ugly fight—ugly. And it has become so bad. He was
telling me always that things would become worse
and worse, because it is the end of this age. We are
entering into an age where things must be organized
differently. It is a difficult time because of that.

Because we know what will come, we can
help to make it come sooner and with less
turmoil. There is no hope in going backwards; it
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would make things last endlessly. We must go
forward, absolutely, and go beyond, beyond party.
And nobody can explain that better than Sri
Aurobindo, because he was so much, so much
beyond party; he saw the advantages and
disadvantages of all parties and he stated them
exactly.

If you read carefully what he has
written—so much—you will find the answer to
all these questions. And at the same time you
will know that you will have the full support of
the Divine Power. The Power that was behind
him is behind this transformation. It is time for
transformation. We can’t cling to the past.

The best way to go beyond politics is to
spread the message of Sri Aurobindo. Because
he is no more a political element wanting to
take power; there are only his ideas and
ideals. And, of course, if people could
understand and realise his programme, the
country could be very strong, very strong.”
(CWM 15: 405-406)

This compilation has also quotations from the

Mother’s Collected Works. The Mother though born in
France always felt that India was her true country, the
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country of her soul and spirit. She has declared herself
Indian by choice and predilection.

“I want to mark this day by the expression of
a long cherished wish; that of becoming an
Indian citizen. From the first time I came to
India—in 1914—I felt that India is my true
country, the country of my soul and spirit. I had
decided to realise this wish as soon as India would
be free. But I had to wait still longer because of my
heavy responsibilities for the Ashram here in
Pondicherry. Now the time has come when I can
declare myself.

But, in accordance with Sri Aurobindo’s
ideal, my purpose is to show that truth lies in
union rather than in division. To reject one
nationality in order to obtain another is not an
ideal solution. So I hope I shall be allowed to adopt
a double nationality, that is to say, to remain French
while I become an Indian.

I am French by birth and early education, I am
Indian by choice and predilection. In my
consciousness there is no antagonism between the
two, on the contrary, they combine very well and
complete one another. I know also that I can be of
service to both equally, for my only aim in life is to
give a concrete form to Sri Aurobindo’s great
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teaching and in his teaching he reveals that all the
nations are essentially one and meant to express the
Divine Unity upon earth through an organised and
harmonious diversity.” 15 August 1954 (CWM 13: 43)

The reason why the Mother took birth in France is
explained in this quotation.

“It is true that this body was born in Paris and
that its soul has declared that it is Indian, but
I belong to no nation in particular.” (CWM 13:
44)

She further adds that

“It is France that can connect Europe with India.
There are great spiritual possibilities for France. She
will play a big part in spite of her present bad
condition. It is through France that the spiritual
message will reach Europe. That is why I
chose France for my birth, although I am not
French.” (CWM 13: 379-380)

Sri Aurobindo and the Mother cannot be narrowly called

Indian for they worked to uplift the humanity and move
towards the next step in evolution so that all the problems
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of humanity can be solved. But their love for India was
intense. The Mother says,

“Sri Aurobindo always loved deeply his
Motherland. But he wished her to be great,
noble, pure and worthy of her big mission in
the world. He refused to let her sink to the
sordid and vulgar level of blind self-interests
and ignorant prejudices. This is why, in full
conformity to his will, we lift high the standard of
truth, progress and transformation of mankind,
without caring for those who, through ignorance,
stupidity, envy or bad will, seek to soil it and drag it
down into the mud. We carry it very high so that all
who have a soul may see it and gather round it.”
(CWM 13: 123)

The quotations of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother are a few
decades old, so one may wonder how it will be relevant
today. When a Yogi or a realised person talks, even in
worldly matters, there will be Truth in it. This Truth will
help one much more than what he would do by his own
thinking. Sri Aurobindo and the Mother had the highest
spiritual realisations. Their vision and guidance can only lift
India out of the present challenges she faces and help her
achieve her mission. If one reads the mission that India
has to achieve and the present day condition of our country
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then one will realise that Sri Aurobindo’s and the Mother’s
quotations are as valid that time as today. Reading the
compilations, one will feel that it is relevant in today’s
condition.

One caution needs to be taken while reading Sri Aurobindo
and the Mother’s quotations which is that one need not be
too dogmatic about them. One really needs to live in the
spirit behind these quotations.

This work is presented with a hope and an aspiration that
the people of India may be inspired by the vision of India
and the process of achieving India’s Mission may be
hastened.

Compiler: Jamshed M. Mavalwalla
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Section One: What Is India?
Section One: What Is India?

I—What Is India?

1.
“India, shut into a separate existence by the Himalayas and
the ocean, has always been the home of a peculiar people
with characteristics of its own recognisably distinct from all
others, with its own distinct civilization, way of life, way of
spirit, a separate culture, arts, building of society.” (CWSA
36: 499)

2.
“Just as each individual has a psychic being [soul]
which is his true self and which governs his destiny
more or less overtly, so too each nation has a psychic
being which is its true being and moulds its destiny
from behind the veil: it is the soul of the country,
the national genius, the spirit of the people, the
centre of national aspiration, the fountainhead of all that is
beautiful, noble, great and generous in the life of the
country. True patriots feel its presence as a tangible reality.
In India it has been made into an almost divine
entity, and all who truly love their country call it
‘Mother India’ (Bharat Mata) and offer her a daily
prayer for the welfare of their country. It is she who



Section One: What Is India?

symbolises and embodies the true ideal of the country, its
true mission in the world.

The thinking ‘elite in India even identifies her with
one of the aspects of the universal Mother, as the ... extract
from the Hymn to Durga [will] illustrates. ...

One would like to see in all countries the same
veneration for the national soul, the same aspiration to
become fit instruments for the manifestation of its highest
ideal, the same ardour for progress and self-perfection
enabling each people to identify itself with its national soul
and thus find its true nature and role, which makes each
one a living and immortal entity regardless of all the
accidents of history.” (CWM 12: 42-44)

II—India Is a Mother Goddess, a Bharata Shakti

1.
"What is India?

India is not the earth, rivers and mountains of this land,
neither is it a collective name for the inhabitants of this
country. India is a living being, as much living as, say,
Shiva. India is a goddess as Shiva is a god. If she likes,
she can manifest in human form.” (CWM 13: 372)



Section One: What Is India?

2.

“Each nation is a Shakti or power of the evolving spirit in
humanity and lives by the principle which it embodies.
India is the Bharata Shakti, the living energy of a
great spiritual conception, and fidelity to it is the very
principle of her existence. For by its virtue alone she
has been one of the immortal nations; this alone has
been the secret of her amazing persistence and perpetual
force of survival and revival.” (CWSA 20: 57)

3.

“Mother India is not a piece of earth; she is a Power,
a Godhead, for all nations have such a Devi
supporting their separate existence and keeping it
in being. Such beings are as real and more permanently
real than the men they influence, but they belong to a
higher plane, are part of the cosmic consciousness
and being and act here on earth by shaping the
human consciousness on which they exercise their
influence.” (CWSA 28: 482)

4,
"My third madness is that while others look upon their
country as an inert piece of matter—a few meadows and
fields, forests and hills and rivers—I look upon my
country as the Mother. I adore Her, I worship Her
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as the Mother.” August 30, 1905 (Letter of Sri Aurobindo
to his wife Mrinalani)
5.

“But behind the conscious thought of individuals there is
the working of that invisible yet potent being which is the
national soul or genius. Every country has such a soul
and every true patriot feels directly or indirectly its
presence. In terms of the wide yet demarcated
body of land in which one takes birth and grows and
dies, in terms of the large mass of people who are
bound together by geographical limits, in terms of
a long history behind that mass, in terms of a
culture subtly single in the midst of all variety of
province and language—in diverse terms separate
or combined is felt the national soul. And always a
personification is made of it, a great presiding spirit is
envisaged, a Mother-being that is the true secret life of the
country's collectivity as well as physical expanse. No
matter how rationalistic we may be, the moment
we are patriots the heart in us intuits this Mother-
being and with the dream of its more-than-human
loveliness and on the supporting breath of its
super-animation we move to the exertions and the
heroisms that ordinarily lie far beyond our powers.”
(IWSKDS: 315-316)
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6.

“Our national Being, the Mother-Power whose
children we are, must itself be visioned and voiced
as ultimately the Supreme and the Eternal standing
here in the evolving cosmos and in the process of time and
with the face and figure of our country's soul but with all
the glories of the Infinite Mystery suffusing them and
spreading from them to the ends of the earth.” (IWSKDS:
24)

7.
“The Godhead secret within man is the truth of man and
most keenly the truth of the Indian nation, the truth that
has to be lived out as much as possible.” (IWSKDS: 5)

8.
(About 'the Mother's [spiritual] map of India’, which
includes Pakistan, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Burma and Sri Lanka. ...)

“The map was made after the partition.

It is the map of the true India in spite of all passing
appearances, and it will always remain the map of the true
India, whatever people may think about it.” 29 July 1964
(CWM 13: 360)



The Mother at the Playground
in front of the spiritual map of India on 21 February 1952
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ITII—Unless We Realise India as Mother, We Can
Never Achieve Greatness

1.

“There is a tendency among us to regard India as just a
collection of human beings with certain common racial and
cultural characteristics. But India is more than a
collection of human beings. India is a living entity,
a presiding genius [the prevalent character or spirit of a
nation], the one self of all these human beings and
the one consciousness that is at work in them. You
cannot make a nation with a mere aggregate of individuals.
A nation is a single being.

It is this single being, the life of our life that we have
to serve. It is the one Mother of whom we are the
myriad children. Until we realise this, we shall
never achieve greatness. Our first requirement is to
live for and look up to a presiding genius which
animates us, which unites us, which alone has made
our culture and civilisation persist through
thousands of years and which alone can make us
fulfil our destiny.

The sense of India as the living Mother is what
we are aiming to kindle everywhere in this country.
But to kindle this sense is not to answer the whole need of
the times. Every country has a presiding genius, whether
openly acknowledged or not. But every country has

7
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predominant qualities, a typical nature, a central
function. We must realise what exactly are the face
and form of our presiding genius.” (IWSKDS: 3)

2.
“What is Mother India?

Mother India is manifold. Art, philosophy,
science, politics, industry—all these she has been
known for through the ages. Yet brighter than her fame for
these has been her fame for seeking the Godhead secret
within earth’s life. Her art, philosophy, science, politics and
industry have been inspired directly or indirectly by this
seeking. And unless we realise that Mother Indiais a
spiritual light we shall either fumble in the dark or
run after delusive gleams. We cannot fulfil our
destiny without following the instinct of divinity in
us.” (IWSKDS: 3-5)

IV—Our Too Intellectual Turn Should Not Dismiss
This Awareness

1.
“But a nation can never be an aggregate of individuals any
more than a country is just a large piece of land. When
we speak of India we are alive to the presence and
power of a single being whose outermost shell is

8
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the territorial expanse indicated on our maps and
whose more subtle and plastic body is the collection
of human beings living in that expanse and sharing and
expressing certain cultural characteristics. But our too
intellectual turn leads us to dismiss this awareness
as a figurative mode of feeling: we declare that we
are only practising patriotic personification and
that there is no actual entity beyond the individuals
inhabiting the land. But this is a patent self-
deception. No patriot has ever fought and died for
anything except a vast, moving and mighty supra-
individual personality—a hidden Goddess, a
gigantic Beloved, a great Mother. Especially as a
great Mother this personality inspires him, for a
country is felt as either fatherland or motheriand
and the latter aspect is the more intimately alive
and commanding.

Not in the cold dissecting rational mind but in
the heart with its mysteries and profundities, its
intuitions of the beyond, its inexplicable visions of
the superhuman and the divine, that the essence of
patriotism, as of every other individual-
transcending passion, lies. A patriot who does not stir
to the call of the great Mother that is his country and that
is the unifying force of the millions inhabiting it is an
impotent imposter. Or else if one feels the tremendous
Presence and yet intellectually denies it, one is effective for

9
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various ends but the schism within him will always impair
his effectivity and his very triumphs will be unrounded and
carry a proclivity to defeat.” (IWSKDS: 19-20)

V—Taking Objection to Mother India Robs India of
all Genuine Cultural Value

1.

“"The Godhead hailed must bring the light and colour
and configuration of what the descendants of the
Rishis have felt and seen. ... if anyone takes
objection to them because of their non-Islamic, non-
Christian, non-Jewish, non-Zoroastrian, non-Sikh, non-Jain
and even non-Buddhist suggestion, then he fails to
understand what ultimate India is and he is trying
to rob her of all genuine cultural value and to
suppress a national genius that is, from the mystical
and metaphysical viewpoint, the most wonderful in
existence and, from the worldly and pragmatic viewpoint,
no less wonderful by its wealth of varied creativeness and
its capacity of almost unlimited organic assimilation.”
(IWSKDS: 23)

2.
“Over-touchiness with regard to the minorities is a
blunder no less serious than riding roughshod over them.

As settled dwellers in this subcontinent they are to
10
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be granted equal civic and individual rights with the
majority that is called Hindu; but for their sake the
majority must never diminish the marvellous
potentialities of cultural Indianness.” (IWSKDS: 23—
24)

11
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Section Two: The Typical Genius of Indian Nation
[The genius here means the prevalent character or spirit
of a nation]

I—Indian Genius Is Dynamic World-Transforming
Spirituality

1.

“If we Indians are to march in the van of the world and
fulfil @ mission which no other people can accomplish, we
must feel that our genius is a dynamic world-
transforming spirituality which lives in a concrete
contact and communion with a Perfect Being,
Consciousness, Power and Bliss. All events and
movements must be evaluated by reference to one
standard: Do they, however remotely, tend towards
the increase of such spirituality? ...

... We must develop insight enough to mark the
Divine at general play in any one of the poises or in a
combination of more than one or in all at once, and
according to the strength in which there is the play or
according to the measure in which the threefold integrality
is approached we must pass judgment. Of course, things
are never to be taken at their surface value, many an
undesirable force masquerades under attractive guises.
Also, nothing should be studied in disparate sections— a
whole view must be taken so that all the sections fall into

12
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their proper places and the complete nature of a force
emerges. The labour of discovering whether there is or
there is not a point of contact, however subtle, with the
spiritual goal of mankind calls for intellectual no less than
intuitive examination.” (IWSKDS: 15-16)

2.

“When we say ‘national’, we must not mean merely a
vague image of the country's consciousness. There must
be a powerful suggestion of the precise colour and shape
of the country's culture. ... What must be articulated is
the typical genius of a nation. Thus, England's genius
is a practical dynamic expansive life-instinct, with a
background of vague poetic idealism. France's genius is an
ordering brilliant clarity of intellect allied with a warm and
often tempestuous enthusiasm for personal rights. The
genius of India is in the first place an intense
mysticism deriving from an ineradicable intuition of
the Godhead that is the All and even more than the
All, a creatively emanating and manifesting
Consciousness and Delight, and in the second place
a richness of varied, complex, adventurous, even
fantastic-seeming forms of existence which yet
carries a certain stability and self-balance by being
rooted in a spontaneous organic energy.” (IWSKDS:
21-22)

13
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3.
“The genius of India can never be satisfied with a sort of
agnostic spirituality and negative mysticism; nor with an
endeavour at dissolving the variety and diversity of her
mental and physical existence; nor, again, with setting at
a discount the urge to realise a dynamic divinity, a
spiritual and mystical light turned towards the
flowering of noble and beautiful world-values. Non-
violence and humanitarianism are also not the last word of
the Indian ethical mind: a manifestation of God in
humanity is the main ideal. Humanity is not a supreme
value in itself, and non-violence and compassionate fellow-
feeling are fine virtues but they are not the utter goal of
the ethical life, the utter goal being nothing else than a
general avatar-hood, so to speak, which acts according to
a spiritual and mystical truth within and which can even
appear at times to be violent and ruthless, just as Sri
Krishna appeared on the battlefield of Kurukshetra where
humanity stood divided into an army of the Divine and an
army of the Diabolic. Further, the Indian genius is not
democratic in the superficial modern manner. The
whole world is indeed to be embraced by the individual's
consciousness and the good of mankind at large has
indeed to be worked for by every member of organised
society; but the foundation of this democracy is in
realising the God who is the One Superhuman in all
that is human, and ever to this high, rare, extraordinary

14
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realisation the common mind is to be called, and each
altruistic action must spring from that luminously
aristocratic experience. The true Indian democracy,
therefore, must lay stress not on the mere common
man, not on mankind as it is in the majority: it must lay
stress on the man of God, the Saint and the Seer,
mankind as it is in the finest few and as in the
majority it ought to be.” (ISWFKDS: 35)

4.
“Disciple : What about India’s independence? Is it
developing along your lines?

Sri Aurobindo: Surely not, India is now going towards
European Socialism which is dangerous for her; while we
were trying to evolve true genius of the race along
Indian lines and all working for independence.
Take the Bengal movement. The whole race
was awakened within a short time. People who were
such cowards and trembled before the sight of a revolver
were in a short period so much changed that police officials
used to say ‘Insolent Barisal’. It was the soul of the race
that woke up throwing up very fine personalities.
The leaders of the movement were either Yogis or
disciples of Yogis e.g. Monoranjan Guha Thakurate
disciple of B. Goswami.
Disciple: Was he a nationalist?
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Sri Aurobindo: Good Lord. He was my fellow-worker. He
also took part in secret society. Then Brahmo Bandhava
Upadhayay etc. Ramkrishna and Vivekananda’s
influence worked from behind. The movement with
the secret society became so formidable that in any
other country with a political past it would have led
to something like the French Revolution. The
sympathy of the whole race was on our side. Even
shopkeepers were reading Yugantar [A revolutionary
Bengali weekly journal]. I will tell you an instance; while a
young man was running away after killing a police officer
in Shambazar, he forgot to throw away his revolver. It
remained in his hand. One shop-keeper cried out: ‘Hide
your revolver, hide your revolver.” Then you have heard of
Jatin Mukerjee’s exploit.

Disciple: Yes Sir.

Sri Aurobindo: A wonderful man. He was a man who
would belong to the front rank of humanity. Such
beauty and strength together I have not seen, and
his stature was like that of a warrior.” 14-12-1938
(ETABP: 577)

5.
“When we speak of Indian spiritual culture expressing itself
harmoniously with a varied vitality we mean the culture
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whose initial significances and original splendours are
to be found in the Rig Veda and whose wide and
luminous developments are in the Upanishads and the
Gita and the Tantra and whose culmination and
complete outburst of light we find tod